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NOTES AND COMMENTS BY WILPRED J.. GREGSON CONCERNING THE NARRATIVE
REPORT, CAMP BUENA VISTA
September 1986

Reference iz made to Mr, Pederson's letter of September twenty
third acknowledging receipt of July and August narrative reports.
There is an impression at the Malheur Refuge that "a falrly good job"
is an understatement. Compared with Jir, Jewett's "the best de—mm
narrative report from this refuge”, it wonld seem a little a@!.amt-ton

would helps

Ve all know what we think of Enrollees, althogh some have
‘different ideas; to know what an Enrollee thinks of us is like the
. man biting the dog, ——iews!  That fs just what Mappencd when
Enrollee Alkins rose over night to become Hditor of the Narrative
Reports Tor July he typed up the reporté of the forsuen et al -
correcting spelling and mistaken inglish in all but the report of the

Educational Advisor.

The August Narrative Beport was his supreme effori, and we at
this end congratulate Enrellee Aikins, and await his recognition from
Official sources. Ve, of course, could have censored this repori here,
but having a sense of humour, we were delighted at reading of the -

"floor joists being securely nailed to the walls and beam".




In a separate letter is detail of this item of construction as requested,

and reasons for sameés

The ecurrent report is well worth the time of any wall bound
Washington official's time in reading. It swacks of the Western
Plains, Malheur the Great High Desert, Especially interesting is the
chapter on Recreations Earellee Alkins describes with an easy grace

how the equation - bulls minus two « become steers.

The #i1ll pleces deseribed under Quarrying were used in the Sod
House type "C" Residence, for window sills. They were quarried and
tooled in one plece for sach opening and represent the highest degree
of skill obtained by earollees on this work, and in fact the work of |
‘ - master crafismen, The longest piece was out 8' « 0" x 10" x 4" with
eight point sop surface and rough ocut face. These boys have now left
for Chicagos All of them came %0 us raw and unskilled and the bright \
ones have gone into the world again, armed with a skilled trade to

faco 1ife's battles and win outs

We members of the Blolozical Survey are bdorn of tireless stock,
nothing satisfies but the bests We grind and fuss and fume to the
end that our camps will be outstanding .amona camups, our enrollees,
the highest skilled regardless of how they enjoy the process of learning.
By nature of the Survey's work we are all sportsmen at heart, and
slowly we instill that spirit into that portion of Young Amarioa that
. finds ul varied way into our camps, It makes for good fellowship

and good cenaerrﬁtidnists; the World and the Biological Survey need

Bothe
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RESIDENCE EUILDING
Septenber 1936

The Buena Vista residence building speedily took on sigze and
form during September and now exhibits an architectural besuty which
is not entirely concealed by the wooden forms and surrounding eonste
rugction materials obstructing the view,

The laying up of the superstructure walls of natural faced lave

stone was one important item olose to completion at the close of
September, Two skilled worluen were employed at this work and were

assisted in handling the stone by enrollees.

The roof of the residence building is complete except for the
shingling and eonsists of shiplap sheathing covered with one layer

of tar paper, with laths to tack the shingles %o, nailed on over the

tar paper,

The roons of the upper structure of the residence are now partitioned
off and enrollecs have been busy during the month in tacking up laths
prior to the plastering of the walls, and work has comnenced on the
fire pl#m. The window work is complete except for the installation
of glass., Metal lath for Mter has been put in the bathroom in
place of wood lathe A bath tub and some of the plunbing and wiring

are in,



Building the residense i3 ably directed by foreman J, D. Sanders
with an average orew of fourteen enrollees who are interested in
learning the tuilding trades.

Sand hauled from P ranch was sereened for conerete on the walls
and stone work, The Jaeger mixzer was used a total of sixty-five hours

during Septembers



- -—

RESIDENCE BUILDING

Sereening Sand

Laying up rock for the front porch




The two stone masons were assisted by enrollees who
carried lava stone to where the stone was needed.

View of residence from rimrock. Stock pile
in background




In moving large lava slabs during building of “the

wall a roller was put under the rocks & the rocks

were rolled along a wood plank track from the stock
pile of lava.




Removal of some of the staging permits a better view

Shooting from another ahgle. Autumn leaves in
foreground.




Blasting on the hillside

First picture below-- effect
of the blast.

Second picture below - Crew
digging out after the blast a
place for the residence water
storage tank.




Arrangement used
for steeping shin-
gles in linseed
oile.

- End of the Residence Building
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QUAREYING

September 1936

Foreman Frank Wiseman and the rock crew have been engaged at
shapeing stone with chisels and hammers during the larger part of
~ September, During the early part of the month twmelks were loaded
with ruble rock and sent to the Headquarters site at Sod House.
Several loads of cut roek were sent to Sod House early in the month
ineluding one eight foot four ineh sill which was shaped and cut
by one of the experienced rock crew enrollee workmens

Dutring the latter part of September Wiseman's rock erew has
mm“mnmomwuiun they were employed at building &
stone structure to house the water pump, Foreman Wiseman is unie
fortunate in that several of the enrollees whom he had trained for
gtone work during the past year will not be with him after the
expected movement of company sixteen tweatysiz to their own corpe
area.

In the early part of Septeuber four loads of eut rock and twenty

loads of ruble rock were loaded and sent 4o Sodhouses This erew
averaged six in rumber throughout September.
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PENCING
September 1956
mmmwmm mhal{mﬂea of refuge boundary fence
was completed on the véﬁ side of the Blitzen valley fronm a pom

gouth of the Crain Camp southward to the Wetszel ranch during September,

Begides the usual work of clearing right of way, digging holes,
setting posts, stringing wire and putting in corner brages and stays,
a number of rock jJacks became negessary for a distance over a rosky

point where the crew were unable to dig post holes,

Fence tuilding progressed in a gsatisfactory manner this month
under the direction of eurollee leader Steve Plekut with & erew
averaging twenty-four in mumbers



Fence Post hole digging

Supte Green & enrollee Leader Piekut in conference

Constructing rock Jjacks over a rocky point




. : Nailing uvp a rock jack form

A type of brace used in fence construction
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TRUCK TRAILS
September 1936
A% the start of gravel pit operations for September we had seven

dump $rucks loading at our gravel pit, Ry September eleven, four of
these trucks had been requesied and turned over to Sod House for the
meie of £illing in about the headquarters buildings, One more
truck was requested on September twenty third,

Road graveling and bunker operations were suspended at the end
of the segond week in September because of lack of enmough trucks %o
foreman Bill Carden.

Five mundred thirty six truck 10@6.; of gravel were used in
maintenance work m’ in graveling on Rockford Ianecs

Foreman M, Ve Nichels and the eaterpillar crew speut seven days
this month in grading Rockford lane, while eight thousand eight hunw
dred cubie yards of ﬁna were mede in construction of the Ceuter N
Patrol road., One hundred and nmwmwmww

b

the direction of foreman NWichols, in grading and yoad construction,



Foreman 1.V, Nickols making a fill during construction
of the Center Patrol road.

Section of completed Rockford Lane
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SURVEYING
September 1956

Septenber surveying consisted mestly of ruming grade levels and
determining losation for the new Center Patrol road and its viver
bridges, and in surveying lineally for the Malheur boundary fence
location north of Seod House,

Lineal, grade, and topographical surveying on the Malheur refuge
is done by Surveyor Charles Clark, During September his enrollee
erow averaged three members, Mrs Clark's erew have had considerable
experience at surveying during their stay in this camp and this
experience has materially inereased the aﬂ'ieimcy of the surveying

erew by making agourate survey possible in a ninlaunm of time.

Miseellaneons activities of the swrveying erew this month include twe
days spent at Sod House where Surveyer Olawk assisted Avchitect Smith
with the landscaplg work in the area of the hesdquarters bulldings,

Two days were spent at grubbing willows on the P ranch in grder to
deternine locations: The amount of diré excavated from Buena Vista
lateral ditch by the dragline during the month was measured and computed.

Fifty miles of location, grade and prelininary line was surveyed
during September while tweniy twe miles of lineal survey and preliminary
lines were run, lan days expended numbered ninety fours
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BRIDGES

September 1936

During September one bridge was completed on Rogkford Lane asross
the Blitsen River and work was begun on a bridge crossing for the Center

Patrol road pow under constructions

iie Hoekford lane bridge will be used by traffic on both the Center
Patrol road and the Rockford lane valley crossing, as the Cemter Patrol
road intersects Rockford lane east of the river and the two rbads ran
a common course for a short distances This common road crosses the
new brid.ge; where the reads diverge, Rockiord Lane eontinu!_.ng in a straight

line across the valley, while the Center Patrol road rung in a northerly

direction,

The pile driver was asseubled at the beginning of September to

drive piling for the Rockford Lane bridge.

The hasmer cable is unhooked from the hammer and attached to the
end of a piles A truck on t;u other cable end supplies power to draw
the pile into position for drivings, The sable is then loosed from the
plle- which is kept from toppling over with a rope « and hooked to the

hammer which is drawn up by the truck into position for tripping.




T™e pile driver was woved from the completed Rockford Lane bridge to
the Center Patrol bridge site by towing the pile driver behind a catere

pillar tractors

Operation of the pile driver and all of the bridge work was performed
by foreman Oscar Nelson with a crew averaging eight members. Roek
abutmente were laid up for the Roekford bridge and surmounted by twelve
by twelve mad sillse The spikes used in nailing the capping on the bridge
were driven with swall sledge hammers. The bridge timbers were coated

with a preserving paint ealled Pabcotes A broom was used for Hhis wWOrike

Foreman Nelson and his orew are engaged at present in driviag piling
for a Qenter Patrol road bridge.



View showing some of middle stringers during
bridge construction

Placing mud sill in position

Leveling mud sill, Supt. Green standing at right
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DITCH EXCAVATION

Septenber 1936

The Buena Vista lateral ditch with its source in the Blitzen at
the Grain Camp Dam two miles south of Buena Vista, was this month come
pleted northward %o Diamond lane, where a nuuber of culverts are estabe
ligheds The culverts in Diamond lane are to be supplied with headgate

attachmentss Vith Diamond Lane wvalley crossing acting as a levee, water
can be backed up in part of the valley area south of the lane by use

of these culvert headgate attachments,

‘Below the lane the water permitted by the Buena Vista lateral cam

be used to flood the east Buens Vista areas

The dragline used to excavate the Buena Vista lateral ditch was
operated by Stanley Lechowicsz arsisted by enrollee helper Jones.

Dirt excavated from Buena Vista Lateral diteh during Septeuber is

estimated at eighteen hundred cubie yards.



Driving Spikes

in water boring hole for bolt to bolt cross
brace to pile.

Bridge practically complete




Caterpillar tractor towing pile driver from Rock-

ford Lane bridge site to Center Patrol bridge site.
The newly constructed bridge at Rockford Lane Had just
been completed when this picture was taken.




itefueling dragline at Buena Vista Lateral Ditch




Two views in which a small: section
of Buena Vista Lateral is shown




Getting a reverse slant
on dragline operating

Dragline operating on Buena Vista Lateral
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PRANSPORTATION

Sepheuber 1936

Two hundred elghty wan days were used in transportation of
materials during September, '!hl bualk of the hauling consisted of
building stone and ruble roek hauied twenty miles from our quarry
t@ Sod House, and lumber and femee posts hauled forty four miles,
from Burps to Buena Vista, Miscellaneous materials brought the month's
tonmage to & total of nearly four hundred fons, Sixteen tons of tower
steel were hauled fvom Burns to Sod House, a dietance of thirty six

miless



Unloading lumber at Buena Vista stock
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REFUGE SIGNS

Septeunber 1935

During the third week of September twenty three miles of boundary

fence were posted with refuge signs by foreman Bill Carden and a crew

of four enrolliees,

These signs were placed a quarter mile apart and are of two types,
the first & flying goose refuge sign and the sesond, a sign warning

againgt trespassings

An uwnusual ineident occurred in which a local rancher went tew-
porarily insans and threatened $o shoot some of hls neighbors and
relatives. As a comon fence separated his ranch from the Refuge,
along which signs were posted, the man is mm.io have inolmd 'thn
sign puth among his {moginary enemiess However, the gounty sSheriff

soon arvived and escorted the man to Burns for further observation,



fwo types of boundary posters along Malheur Iefuge fence
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LAKE AND POND DEVELOPMERT

Septenber 1936

Septenber levee work amounted to twelve thousand two hundred cnﬁic
yards of dirt moved in levee construction threughout the month with
the use of one and part time both the Bde7 bulldoszer and the RDw7 augles
dozers Prior to the use of thq bulldozer :l.!l shoving dirt uwp in levee
form, the ripper, towed by the tracter, ripped up the sed and loosened
the surface of the ground vhere hard, a#ormmtmwao:m

bull-dozer could be wore easily performed.

m»m:mumm-mmmam.wm-mouomr
to mmmmxh«rm«: uvﬁ against the levees,

In the building of levees, existing low places sultable for lake

and pond formation are determined by survey methods, The desired water
depth in these low places deeides the height of the levee to be cone
structed, Surveyor Clark runs lcvou‘and sets stakes on which is marked
the number of feet helght wanted in the levees lirs Nichols and the

cat erew then bulld the levee and give the proper slope 4o the levee

banks, ~



Most of the levees under construction the past two months lie
east and north of Buena Vistas The canals constructed south of Buena
Vista, the Buena Vista diteh and the Buena Vista Lateral, are expected
o divert water inte a mumber of the before mentioned low places where
& system of levees will produce lakes and ponds of varied depthas
Water control structures at the canal sources and in the canals will

control the amonnt of water in the avea of the levees, A large

number of knolls ascattered throughout this area %o be flooded, will
afford protection to birds against predatory animals during the nesting
season. These knolls are overgrown with matural cover of bluejoint

and gi_n.nt rye grasses.

-

A double shift of caterpillar tractor Wimn have been used in
levee and truck trail construetion during September, The first crew
worked from five in the morning until noon, while the second crew worked

from noon until seven Pe My



Levee construction in BEast Buena Vista area

A pond at low water showing levee in background
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GAIP CONSTRUCTION
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The Buena Vista sewer gystem had consistently failed to funchion

properly due perhaps to the "lay of the land™ plus faulty engineering

when the system was first installed by the army, & year agos

Under aruy direction a complete now sewer system was built with
wost of the work epuplete at the end of Septembers The new sysien
provides more fall to the sewage 1ine§ which is shorter and follows
& more direct route than the old line did, Ilarger and decper ému
and settling tanks were builty In the digging of the septic and settling
tanks, several hard layers of dirt threatened to slow up the digging,
but these layers were loosensd by blasting, waich was dons by foreman

Wiseman of the rock quarrys

Aside from week days, tho Awmy found $his work %o £it in coavenientdy
ﬂmnvmmpmem*MMummua found %o be
lax in some respect are required to work overtime in ratio %o the
mmber of times their laxity has become apparent o the Army in any one
weolks
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SEPTEMBER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

September 1936

For the month of September we arranged our program for the
benefit of the various individuals of the camps We started the month
with twenty one different courses, COourses were so outlined to f£it
the desires of the different indi.iduals of this Coupany. When & group
of enrollees want a certain course we iLmmediately make plans for that
wmommmmatm#utmmumo. Vith the large

overhead that is in this camp we generally get some one to teach the
course, Because there were rumors that the company was going to disdand

and because orders later did come to disband, the morale of the students

was somewhat broken so that at the end of the month we had a few less
classes and fewer students than at the beginning of the month, however
we yet had eighteen classes goings All twenty one classes have been

discussed in other monthly articles so we feel that it is wanecessary

t0 1ist them now.

Agreoments- were made this month with the dounty Superintendent
of Harney County to allow certain classes to be taught in Canp soithat
enrollees who have not finished the eighth grade might do so. One
student started his work immediately and we are sure others would have

soon started if the camp would have remained here this winter.




Agreements were also made with the Principal of the Burns High School
80 that the students who were qualified and who had the desire counld
inerease their high school eredits. Seven students sent for their
high school eredits in order that they might take these courses, One
of these students would have been able to obtaln enough credits to

have finished his high school work this winter,

There were fifty five correspondence courses going this month,
Twenty two of these courses were from the Oregon State Library at
Salem and the remainder were from the We Ps A at Boise, ldsho. The Salem
Library ouﬁlinos almost any course that the student desires and sends
him books on the subjects Such courses as varied as barbering, metal
we_lung; and Psychology were takens I am guite sure that there would
have been an increase in the enrollment for these courses if the ocamp

had known that the enrollees were to remain here during the winters

There was an increase in reading this month over last month,
Aluost all the envollees were reading books, magasines and papers this
months We have been borrowing books from the Burnms Library and also
many from the State Library at Salem, A% the end of the month when
the students knew that they wuh not be able to complete their courses
because they were going home they resorted to reading and left the
classess The number of individuals who read was also increased because

the days were becoming shorter and less time could be taken for

outside games.



Plans for a better educational office, a more efficient reading
room, and class roons were planned for this monthes These plans
included a very good tool room equipped with tools. Plans were also
made for a museums We have in camp several good carpenters capable
of instructing the enrollees in carpenter craft works Some of the
earollees are interested in making furniture, others in making
buildings or bridges, while so® are interested in making models of
flying machines and model ships, Craft classes in Blacksmithing
have been contemplated, We are sure that we would have had much better

class rooms and equipment in the near future,

During the month of 'Soptembor we had several educational trips
to interesting places and happenings near ﬁr. A trip was taken to
the roundup at lake View, Oregon wﬁoro the enrollees learned much
about the handling of stock on the range and the skill in handling
stock by the cattle man, A trip was then taken, the next week end, %o
Malheur Cave, This cave is a large cave one mile in length,s Although
it is the opinion of some that the cave was made by an under ground
stream it looks very much as though it was formed by hot lava flowing
out from under lava that had cooleds Both of these ideas were brought
to the enrollees' attentions. On this same trip the enrollees were
brought back to camp by way of the Lava Beds where they were instructed
on the outflows of lavas Another educational trip was made %o the
VWetzel Ranch where the enrollees learned much about how cattle are

handled on the range and why they are so handled.



Reoreational trips that had less educational value were made to
the carnival at Burnsy and the base ball team went to Boise, Idaho, where

they beat the champions in that end of the districts

We had the same number of teachers in camp this month as last
month and in addition the Prinecipal of the Burns High School outlined
courses and provided examinations for the camp high school classes.

The County Superintendent of Harney County furnished outlines for the

eight grade classes in the camp.

Plans were made to improve out moving pleture program, lore
free edusational pietures were obtained from the govermment. lNoney
was being saved from camp funds for a ¥alking movie machine and also
a camp radios Many of the enrollees han their own peraonal radios
at the presont timej however, it was thought that a wore controlled
progran for fho benefit of the entire camp could be put on over a
aasty Gk OATE:  PoAh slesitionsl sl Aol SUhertatmente N

radio were planned,

We are sorry to report that this camp is disbanding at this time,
We are sorry hecause we would have liked to finish the educational
progran which we had starteds Ve wish that these enrollees eould have
remained, together with the present teachers, I do not believe that
there are any camps that show the good will cooperation and comrade-

ship that hae been shown in this camps I am sure that the Bducational

Departuent would have enjoyed working with the enrolleées this wintep.

George C. Space
Educational Advisor
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SAFETY MERTINGS
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w«n;_ safety council meetings of Army and Biological Personnel
were held during September. Bach couneil meeting was followed by

8 general gafety meeting attended by the entire camps

At the safety eonncil meetings a rotation system is used in which
each councilman takes a turn at presiding as uhéir:mn of a meeting. |
A discussion period provides each opuncil mewber a chanee t0 air
his views regarding prnmotion#f safety for men and equipuent in camp,
on work projects and at all other times, The council strives to
cooperate in avoidance of sickness, injury, fire destruction or any
unsound condition or combination of conditions which might lead teo

accidents.

A% the council and general safety meetings this month, things
discussed and acted on included providing goggsles for men doling work
hazardous to the eyes, the proper loading of lumber on trucks, erestion
of warning traffic signs in the Buena Vista area, warning enrollees
against riding on the Fresno scraper, a lecture on personal and dental
hygiene, the need for caution concerning travel on the troop train,

the avoidance of contaet of eunrcllees with imnoral wouen and contraction
of venereal disease, and careful avoidance on the part of enrollees of

areas dangerous by reason of the presence of deer hunters.



view Camp Buena Vista looking toward the North

Camp Buena Vista looking toward the West
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RECREATION

September 1936

Over aopfem?ber fifth sixth, and seventh, labor Day weekend,
those enrollees who cared $0 go to the lakeview annual rodeo were

transported by truck, where the rodeo was much enjoyed.

Synchronous with the lakeview trip our baseball team jowrneyed to
Ontario and %o Boise, Idaho, where the two leeding teams of the Boise

District Tournament were played, and beaten, in close score games.

4 trip was made Septeuber twelfth for all the boys who cared to
visit Malheur Caves The cave was explored for a distance of perhaps
one half mile, where an underground river bars furiher progress except
by a boat, which is uanavigable due to a leaky bottom. It is said
that strange fish are sometimes found floating on this body of under
ground water in a burst condition due to change of pressure from great
' to shallow water depth, though no such phenocmenon was observed by the

boys on this trip.

Two recreation trucks loaded with enrollees visited Wetzel' ranch
September nineteenth where the boys were able %0 witness the pr@nding

of calves and castration of bull ealves,



The cattle were driven into a corral and all branded stock was

driven from the corral, leaving unbranded calves of varying agess

The calf to be branded was lassoed by each of two mounted men
and thrown from its feet either by the mounts jerking the calf off

 1ts foet with the lassoes, or, if this falled, the calf was tackled and
thrown by a eowboy, or two CCC boys. The ecalf was then stretched :
between two mounts, one lasso around the neck or front feet and the
other lasso around the rear feet, After belhg strétahcd the calf was
set upon by the cowboy, whe cestrated the calf 1f it was a bull, with
& sharp jeokkuife, The cowboy nobtehed the ears of each calf and cut

a patch of hide off the shoulder of each ealf, A% the cowboy's
‘beakelh one of he CC boys would take the branding iron from the fire o

the m;. vho wuldllmmd. each uﬁf éntu the brand was peruanently

seared on near the hip.

Sftur watching this process some of the boys were heard to remark
that they were glad they were not c¢alves, The cowboy who was branding
rede several calves around the corral to provide amusement for the
onlooking company members, He ul.éo thm calves without the aid of a

1agao,

Near the close of the afternoon when most of the day's work had
been completed by the cowboys, the CCC boys were allowed a try at
riding horses, roping, throwing calves and branding.



Calf throwing was rather difficult at first for the boye dut when

one ¢alf was tackled by eight sepiring cowboys, the calf usually went

downe

Aside from these trips, camp recreations included pioture shows,
pool, tennis, baseball practice; exercise on the horizontal bar,
hunting Indian arvow heads and hunting jackradbbits,; which are numerous

in this area, with small bore rifles,



Branding a calf at the Wetzel Ranch

Castrating a bull calf in the branding pen




